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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX).

——————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 30, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA
FoxxX to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, thank You for giving us
another day. Send Your spirit upon the
Members of this people’s House to en-
courage them in their official tasks.
Especially during this season of budget
deliberations, give them wisdom and an
accurate understanding of the needs of
the citizens of this country, most par-
ticularly those with narrow margins in
their life options.

As the trees of the city are bright
with flowers, may Your spirit en-
lighten the minds of those who serve,
and may the beauty of Your creation
show forth in the creative work of our
Congress.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Washington (Mr. KiL-
MER) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KILMER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

CONGRATULATING PAT BRADFORD

(Mr. ROUZER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROUZER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to make special mention of Pat
Bradford, who recently stepped down as
publisher and editor of the local paper
she founded, the Lumina News.

The Lumina News has served as the
voice of Wrightsville Beach and its sur-
rounding communities since 2002. This
local paper covers a wide range of top-
ics but sets itself apart by covering
matters especially important to coast-
al communities.

The Lumina News has consistently
been ranked first in its North Carolina
Press Association newspaper category.
In fact, first in nine new top awards for
2016.

With her recent departure from the
paper, Pat is focusing her attention on
the very successful monthly sister pub-
lication which she co-founded, the
Wrightsville Beach Magazine.

I have had the pleasure of getting to
know Pat in the past few years and will
certainly miss interacting with her as

publisher and editor of the Lumina
News.

Congratulations to you, Pat, for your
continued success in all these endeav-
ors and for your continued contribu-
tions to the Wrightsville Beach com-
munity and beyond.

———

BERTEL SPIER CELEBRATES HER
107TH BIRTHDAY

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Madam Speaker, on
Thursday, March 31, 1910, Bertel Spier
was born, and tomorrow she will cele-
brate her 107th birthday.

Just imagine what she has seen: two
world wars, technological advance-
ments beyond our wildest dreams.
When she sees a video on a telephone,
she cannot believe it.

She has an extraordinary legacy: a
loving daughter, four adoring and ador-
able great-grandchildren, and three
grandsons to whom she is a hero. I am
proud to be one of them.

My grandma is someone who is a tes-
tament to the greatness of this Nation
and of the importance of what happens
in this building.

She immigrated to the U.S. from Hol-
land and was welcomed here and ac-
cepted here, built a life here. That is
part of the greatness of this Nation.

A person born 10 years before wom-
en’s suffrage, she proudly voted herself
this past November. That is part of the
greatness of this Nation.

A person who outlived any projected
retirement, she has been able to retire
and live with dignity because of two of
our country’s most successful public
policies: Medicare and Social Security.
That is part of the greatness of this
Nation, too.

Madam Speaker, it is such an honor
for me to say four of the most extraor-
dinary and almost unbelievable words
that I may ever say on this floor:
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Happy 107th birthday, Oma. We love
you.

————

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING
JON RICHARDS

(Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia.
Madam Speaker, I rise today with a
heavy heart to celebrate the life of Jon
Richards, a Georgia treasure, a bril-
liant political journalist, a selfless
mentor. He passed away this past Sun-
day after a battle with cancer. Our
prayers go out and we grieve for the
family and friends of Jon during this
difficult time.

Madam Speaker, Jon grew up in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, and later moved to
Lawrenceville, Georgia, where he be-
came active in various Gwinnett Coun-
ty civic, social, and political organiza-
tions.

He was well respected on both sides
of the political aisle, serving with end-
less passion as editor-in-chief of
georgiapol.com. Most notably, how-
ever, was his devotion to mentoring
high school and college students who
were interested in politics, and he left
a lasting impression.

Madam Speaker, Jon was known by
the Gwinnett community as someone
who lived life to its fullest and made
the most of every day. His leadership
was unmatched and cannot be over-
stated.

I am grateful to know that, through
Christ, we will be able to meet again.

Madam Speaker, I would ask my col-
leagues to stand and join with me for a
moment of silence to honor the life and
legacy of Jon Richards, who will be
sorely missed by many.

———————

INVESTIGATING RUSSIA’S
INFLUENCE ON OUR ELECTION

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Speaker,
Russia’s efforts to influence our elec-
tion constitutes a direct assault on our
democracy. These alarming events
must be thoroughly investigated. In
particular, we must determine if any
Americans collaborated in these at-
tacks and are legally culpable.

Sadly, the House Intelligence Com-
mittee chairman is either unwilling or
incapable of conducting a fair inves-
tigation. How can Mr. NUNES run this
investigation if he is briefing the Presi-
dent before talking with members of
his committee? How can he be secretly
meeting with so-called sources at the
White House?

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple need to know that democracy is in-
tact, and that requires a full, fair, and
impartial investigation.

Since December, I have repeatedly
called for the Department of Justice to
appoint a special counsel. I have also
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cosponsored legislation to create a bi-
partisan commission to investigate.

The bottom line is this: Chairman
NUNES has lost all credibility. He must
recuse himself. We need a real inves-
tigation. Appoint a special counsel
now.

——————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL FROZEN
FOOD MONTH

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 1
rise to recognize March as National
Frozen Food Month.

In my district, growers count on our
food processors to ensure that their ag-
ricultural products make it from farms
to kitchen tables.

Jobs in agriculture depend on the
ability to transport our products to
buyers across the country and around
the world. In my district, there are
over 6,000 jobs in the frozen food indus-
try, ensuring that families across the
U.S. can enjoy Washington’s agricul-
tural products.

As a farmer and a former State direc-
tor of agriculture, I understand how
important frozen foods are to enable
timely delivery and freshness, despite
seasonal changes. Freezing reduces
food waste and increases safety and af-
fordability. Freezing also allows Amer-
icans to have access to the diverse
array of food products they enjoy every
day.

Join me in celebrating National Fro-
zen Food Month and all those who
work to ensure that the U.S. has the
safest, most reliable, and most afford-
able food supply in the world.

—————

ENDING GLOBAL HUNGER WITH
RISE AGAINST HUNGER

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
Rise Against Hunger, under the leader-
ship of Rod Brooks, is a charitable or-
ganization committed to ending global
hunger by 2030. They partner with
other charities, faith-based organiza-
tions, and corporations to host meal-
packaging events across the country
where volunteers assemble nutritious
meals that are sent to over 40 coun-
tries.

On Tuesday, I had the opportunity to
participate in a Rise Against Hunger
meal-packaging event sponsored by
The Kraft Heinz Company. I joined 100
volunteers to package 7,500 meals that
will reach hungry families across the
globe.

Last year alone, Rise Against Hunger
engaged over 387,000 volunteers at over
3,000 events nationwide to assemble
over 64 million meals that reached
nearly 1.1 million hungry people.

I applaud Kraft Heinz and its CEO,
Bernardo Hees, for their commitment
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to packing 1 billion meals over the
next 5 years. I appreciate all that Rise
Against Hunger does to address chronic
malnutrition and alleviate poverty
worldwide.

Working together, we can end hunger
now.

——————

RUSSIA’S INTERFERENCE IN OUR
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARBAJAL. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today because the American people
have the right to know the truth re-
garding Russia’s interference in our
democratic process.

I am a member of the House Armed
Services Committee, and the message 1
hear from our military leaders is con-
sistent: Russia is a top threat to the
United States and our interests.

Russia has not only used its military
to destabilize regions around the world,
but it has completely undermined and
disrupted the democratic values of this
country.

This is unacceptable. And yet my col-
leagues from the other side of the aisle
refuse to do their job as an oversight
body and establish a bipartisan, inde-
pendent commission to investigate
Russia’s egregious behavior.

We have a responsibility to be trans-
parent with the American people. I
strongly urge my Republican col-
leagues to not only immediately estab-
lish an independent investigation into
Russia’s interference in our election,
but I also call for the release of Presi-
dent Trump’s tax returns.

America’s security and values are on
the line. Any treasonous and unlawful
relations with Russia cannot be toler-
ated.

———

EPA SCIENCE ADVISORY BOARD
REFORM ACT OF 2017

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 233, I call up
the bill (H.R. 1431) to amend the Envi-
ronmental Research, Development, and
Demonstration Authorization Act of
1978 to provide for Scientific Advisory
Board member qualifications, public
participation, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 233, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1431

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “EPA Science
Advisory Board Reform Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. SCIENCE ADVISORY BOARD.

(a) INDEPENDENT ADVICE.—Section 8(a) of
the Environmental Research, Development,
and Demonstration Authorization Act of 1978
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